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               Under the auspices of ECOSOC 

 

Strengthening Integration: the key role of 
multilateral diplomacy in the context of the 

post-2015 development agenda 
 

Monday 29th June                 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Course Objectives 
 
Globalisation does not make multilateralism less relevant. On the contrary, with greater awareness of 
the common challenges of the SDGs, multilateralism is the institutional expression of the need to 
respond collectively and cooperatively to strengthen integration and create policies for sustainable 
development. 
 
This course aims to provide greater breadth and depth of the key role and characteristics of 
multilateral diplomacy as it needs to be conducted within the context of the post-2015 development 
agenda with SDGs in its core. It will provide valuable insights from a variety of perspectives on how 
diplomacy is practiced, making use of practical examples from both developed and developing world 
contexts. A key message is of the importance of multilateral approaches that are inclusive, transparent 
and effective in addressing the global challenges of the SDGs.   
 
It will provide particular examples of multilateral diplomacy as it has applied to a variety of regions: 
Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries, Small Island Developing States, Africa, 
middle-income countries as well as particular regions, with insights into lessons learned for better 
implementation and best practice in multilateral diplomacy as applied to post 2015 and the SDGs. 
 
Texts: 
 
Contribution to Protoype GSDR 2014, “Monitoring of SDG implementation Infrastructure and 
Methodology – Proposal for Action” Jerri Husch, Raymond Saner, Lichia Yiu, and Paul Zeitz, cited in 
GSDR Prototype 2014. 
 
Contribution to the UN Global Sustainable Development Report 2015, “Science Diplomacy to support 
global implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)” by Prof R Saner, February 2015 
 
Policy Coordination and Policy Consultation in Indonesia by Raymond Saner and Poppy S. Winanti, 
Strategic Review, Jakarta, April-June 2015. 
 
Saner, R. & Yiu, L. (2015) “Civil Society Organisations’ participation in the United Nations and their 
participation in the Aid Effectiveness Discourse and Related Standard-Setting Negotiations”, in 
Goyman, K. & Lewis, R. (ed.) Public Policymaking in A Globalised World.  Istanbul: Sabanci University 
Istanbul Policy Center & Naumann Stiftung. 
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Yiu, L. Saner, R., “Sustainable Development Goals and Millennium Development Goals: An analysis of 
the shaping and negotiation process”. Asia Pacific Journal of Public Administration, Routledge, June 
2014, Vol. 36(2), p.89-107. 
 
Saner, R; “Trade Policy Governance through Inter-Ministerial Coordination: A source book for trade 
officials and development experts” Republic of Letters, Dordrecht, 2009. 
Saner, R., Michaelun, V.; (Eds); State actor versus Non-State Actor Negotiations, Republic of Letters, 
The Hague, NL (410 pp). 2009 
 
Yiu, L. Saner, R. 2011. „Poverty Reducation Strategy Papers (PRSP) and the Health Sector.  Journal of 
Poverty Alleviation and International Development , Vol. 1(2):135-180. 
 
Regarding Global Governance issues see: http://www.diplomacydialogue.org/publications.html 
Regarding International trade & Development see: http://www.csend.org/trade-policy-governance 
Regarding Stakeholder Monitoring and Training Evaluation see:  
http://www.adequate.org/application-related-articles 
 
 
Training Plan 
 
10:00-10:15 Introduction & Programme 

Overview 
RS 

10:15-11:00 Context of post-2015 
development agenda and 
SDGs and role of multilateral 
negotiations 

Lecturette 
DOC 

11:00-11:15 Break  
11:15-11:45 Integration challenges- inter-

ministerial policy 
coordination and policy 
consultation with private 
sector and civil society Case 
examples of SDG 
development at national level 
(Switzerland)  

Lecturette & Discussion 
RS 

11:45-12:15 Integration mechanisms and 
governance structure of 
countries in the context of 
post-2015 development 
agenda and implementation 
of SDGs: Case examples of 
LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS and 
their programmes of action 

Presentation & 
Discussion 

IZ 

12:15-12:45 Designing Coordination 
Office for Country X 

Working in Groups 
RS, IZ 

12:45-13:00 Summary & Closing RS, IZ 
 

 

 

http://www.diplomacydialogue.org/publications.html
http://www.csend.org/trade-policy-governance
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Organizer 

The London Academy of Diplomacy, The Vienna Diplomatic Academy, The Croatian Diplomatic 

Academy, Diplomacy Dialogue of Geneva and the UN-DESA Division for Sustainable Development. 

 

Instructors 
 
Professor Raymond Saner 
 

Raymond Saner is Titular professor at Basle University (Economics Department, 1988-

present) and teaches at   Sciences Po, Paris (2005- ) and has been a reviewer of research 

projects and partner of research consortia for the Swiss National Science Foundation 

and the International Institute of Administrative Sciences, Brussels. Raymond Saner is 

co-founder of CSEND, a Geneva based NGRDO (non-governmental research and 

development organization, 1993-present), partner of Organizational Consultants Ltd 

Hong Kong (consulting company, 1989-present) and expert working for international organizations 

such as WTO, the WB, UNDP (United Nations Development Programme), EBRD (European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development), ILO, UNICEF, BIS, government agencies from Switzerland, Sweden, 

Germany, Spain, China, Brazil, the Netherlands and the EU Commission (DG Trade). 

In regard to public affairs and public management, Raymond Saner has co-authored leading articles in 

the field of business diplomacy (Academy of Management Executive), international economic 

diplomacy (Diplomatic Studies, The Hague) and international negotiations (Books in German, French, 

English, Spanish, Portuguese). He teaches these subjects at diplomatic academies and as trainers for 

Ministries of Foreign Affairs in Europe, Asia and Latin America. He teaches and consults in English, 

French, German and Spanish. He lives in Geneva and Hong Kong and is frequently in China, USA and 

Latin America (Brazil and Bolivia) and Paris, France.  

 

Dr. David O’Connor 

Dr. David O’Connor is Chief of the Policy and Analysis Branch of the UN Division for 

Sustainable Development. His Branch analyzes emerging issues in, and innovative 

policy and finance for, sustainable development. It has also supported the Rio+20 

Conference, the Open Working Group on the Sustainable Development Goals, the 

intergovernmental negotiations on the post 2015 development agenda and the preparation of the 

Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR), among others. Before joining the UN, Mr. O’Connor 

worked for a decade and a half at the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, an 

intergovernmental think tank based in Paris, where his last position was as senior economist in the 

OECD Development Centre, which does research into policy challenges in developing countries. In 

addition to contributing to many professional journal articles and book chapters, he is author of a 

book on "Managing the Environment with Rapid Industrialization: Lessons from the East Asian 

Experience". David holds degrees from Yale and the University of Wisconsin and completed his 

doctorate at the University of London. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.sciencespo.fr/master-public-affairs/content/saner&ei=TNCKVY_4Fcqz-QHEn6WwCA&bvm=bv.96339352,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNG33mCDdq9nUXmlex2dl93Um-NriA&ust=1435247050993532
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.iisd.ca/uncsd/ism3/enbots/23mar.html&ei=7NCKVcP5AYjk-AGc7rLQBQ&bvm=bv.96339352,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNFFaLWGTD7q-v9yHpwxqUWktgjrmw&ust=1435247204410083
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Irena Zubcevic 

Mrs Irena Zubcevic has been a senior sustainable development officer with the Division 

for Sustainable Development of UN-DESA in New York for the past seven years. During 

that time she has been working in supporting the Commission on Sustainable 

Development, Rio+20 Conference, Third International Conference on small island 

developing States, Intergovernmental Committee on Sustainable Development Financing, 

negotiations on the post-2015 development agenda as well as high-level political forum on 

sustainable development. She has also supported sustainable development issues in the General 

Assembly and the Economic and Social Council. She is also a chapter leader in Global Sustainable 

Development Report 2015.  

Before working for the UN, Irena Zubcevic was a diplomat in the Croatian Foreign Service and 

represented Croatia in the Second Committee Bureau of the General Assembly and Commission on 

Sustainable Development. She has published on Diplomacy in the Era of Globalization, Public 

Diplomacy and Economic Diplomacy. She is also engaged in governance issues. 

 


